ECLIPSe

Request For Proposals

Grant Guidelines

ECLIPSe (Emerging Community Leaders Investing in Philanthropic Service) is a local K-16 service-learning partnership.  In early 2011, the youth council of ECLIPSe merged with the Mayor’s Teen Advisory Council to become the ENGAGE youth council.  ENGAGE remains part of the larger ECLIPSe Partnership. ENGAGE members raise and grant funds for high quality youth-driven service-learning projects in Hancock County. Members are trained to understand the structure and function of non-profit organizations, the concept of philanthropy, how to evaluate community needs, raise funds, award grants, evaluate their impact, and educate the community about service-learning.

What types of Projects will be funded?

A total of $2,500 is available to assist with the enhancement or implementation of youth-driven service-learning projects.  
Who is eligible to apply?

To be eligible for these grant funds, you must be a non-profit community- or school-based organization with 501(c)(3) status that has been in existence for at least one year.  

What is the grant proposal criteria?

· ECLIPSe requires that the projects or programs be coordinated solely by or in partnership with local youth; 

· The application must be signed by the Administrator, Executive Director, President, Principal, etc. of the non-profit community- or school-based organization, the adult advisor and youth leader; 

· All questions on the application must be thoroughly answered; and

· All materials listed as Attachments on the application must be included.

Funds must be used to promote or expand SERVICE-LEARNING activities.  Service-learning is a teaching methodology engaging K-16 youth in which:
· The participants learn and develop skills through active planning and involvement in an organized service project(s) which meets established human, educational, environmental, or public safety need(s) of their community, and civic responsibility is fostered;

· The service project is coordinated with one or more community-based organization(s), a national, state, or local service program (e.g., Scouts, 4-H, AmeriCorps, VISTA, etc.), and/or an elementary or secondary school or institution of higher education;

· The service project is integrated into and enhances the participants’ academic curriculum or the educational components of the community-based program in which they are enrolled or partnering with; and

· The participants are provided with structured time to reflect on and synthesize the learning gleaned from their service experience.
To find out more about service-learning and examples of service-learning, please refer to the following websites:

www.servicelearning.org             
www.service-learningpartnership.org                  


www.learnandserve.org

www.poweroffive.org

www.seanetonline.org                     
www.ecs.org

www.nylc.org                                   
www.ysa.org

www.learningindeed.org
Additional information on service-learning and project development is available locally by contacting Kimberly Bash at 425-1100 or kbash@community-foundation.com.

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOUR PROJECT ADDRESSES ALL OF THE REQUIRED COMPONENTS OF A QUALITY SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECT!

K-12 Service-Learning Standards for Quality Practice
1. Meaningful Service
Standard: Service-learning actively engages participants in meaningful and personally relevant service activities.

2. Link to Curriculum
Standard: Service-learning is intentionally used as an instructional strategy to meeting learning goals and/or content standards.

3. Reflection
Standard: Service-learning incorporates multiple challenging reflection activities that are ongoing and that prompt deep thinking and analysis about oneself and one’s relationship to society.

4. Diversity

Standard: Service-learning promotes understanding of diversity and mutual respect among all participants.

5. Youth Voice
Standard: Service-learning provides youth with a strong voice in planning, implementing, and evaluating service-learning experiences with guidance from adults.
6. Partnerships
Standard: Service-learning partnerships are collaborative, mutually beneficial, and address community needs.

7. Progress Monitoring
Standard: Service-learning engages participants in an ongoing process to assess the quality of implementation and progress toward meeting specified goals, and uses results for improvement and sustainability.
8. Duration and Intensity
Standard: Service-learning has sufficient duration and intensity to address community needs and meet specified outcomes.

It is strongly recommended that applicants consult with Kimberly Bash as the project idea is being developed and before the proposal is submitted in order to discuss whether the idea meets the grant criteria.

When are Proposals due?

Proposals are due no later than 4:00 p.m. on February 17, 2012 to:

Kimberly Bash, Senior Program Officer
The Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation

101 W. Sandusky Street, Suite 207

Findlay, Ohio 45840

Phone:  (419) 425-1100

Proposals (Application, Project Description, Budget, Budget Narrative and Required Attachments) must be received by the above date and time.  Faxed proposals will not be accepted.  Please submit one hard copy of the proposal with required signatures AND send one electronic copy of the proposal to kbash@community-foundation.com.

ENGAGE will review all applications and contact potential grantees to schedule interviews.  
Interviews will take place on Monday, March 19, 2012.

ECLIPSe

Request For Proposal 
Application

Date: ___________________

Name of Youth Program Requesting Funds: ___________________________________________
Name of Non-Profit Organization: ___________________________________________________
Youth Contact Person: _____________________________________________________________
     Address: ______________________________________________________________________
     City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________
     Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
     E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________
Non-Profit Organization Administrator: _______________________________________________
     Address: ______________________________________________________________________
     City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________
     Phone:_______________________________________________________________________
     Fax: _________________________________________________________________________
     E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________
Adult Advisor: ___________________________________________________________________
     Address: ______________________________________________________________________
     City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________
      Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
      E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________
Non-Profit Organizational Mission: ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Amount of Request: _______________________________________________________________
Total Project Cost: ________________________________________________________________
Purpose of Grant: _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Funding Sources: ENGAGE Fundraisers and United Way of Hancock County Youth Campaign  
Project Description and Budget Information

Project Description (three pages maximum):  The description should include the following information as applicable:

· Project description and goal(s);
· Issue area addressed;
· Number of youth impacted;
· Who will benefit from the use of these funds?;
· How will they benefit?;
· Project timeline;
· Youth involvement in project planning;
· Evaluation plan- including hoped for outcomes and how the outcomes will be measured;
· If total project cost is greater than amount requested, describe the plan for raising the remaining balance of funds;
· Is this a one-time only project?  If not, describe how you will fund the continuation of this project; 

· Names of project collaborators/partners; and
· How does the project meet the criteria of a high quality youth-driven service-learning project?
Budget Description (one page maximum):  Include a detailed, line item Project budget and budget narrative.  It is recommended that ECLIPSe not be the only source of funding for your Project. Think creatively about other partners and sources of funding (in-kind or cash) you can include in the budget to support your Project.  Please contact Kimberly Bash at 419-425-1100 if you have questions concerning any budget issues.
Required Attachments:  

1.       Internal Revenue Service 501(C)(3) designation (If you are a school, please provide your  

            Federal ID number);
2.       Total non-profit organizational budget (If you are a school, please disregard);
3.       Current annual report or a brief statement of your organization’s most recent activities;
4.       A list of current board members;
5.       Current audit or financial statement of your operating budget or a copy of the  

            organization’s latest 990 information.  If you do not have one, list the provisions you 
            have made for an independent audit of your project’s expenses.;
6.       The organization’s affirmative action policy or statement of non-discrimination;
7.       Job descriptions and resumes of your project personnel; and
8.       If you are a United Way of Hancock County Partner Agency in good standing, you may
            omit items 1-6 as long as current information is on file with the United Way.
Submission Instructions (applications are due by 4:00 p.m. on February 17, 2012)

_________________________

___________________________
Signature of Adult Advisor


Signature of Youth Applicant
 

______________________________________________
Signature of Non-Profit Organization Administrator

